SCOUTS HONOR: INSIDE A MARCHING BROTHERHOOD

Film Synopsis
In one unforgettable summer, three young men commit themselves to one of the most
demanding youth activities in the country -- World Class drum and bugle corps:
A veteran drumline member steps into a leadership role for the first time;
a 15-year-old trumpet player from Texas becomes the youngest member of the entire
corps;
and a color guard member fights to finish his final season after receiving a life-changing
diagnosis.
Often referred to as “marching band on steroids,” drum and bugle corps pushes young
people to extreme levels, both physically and mentally -- all for one 11-minute
performance.
All three young men march with the Madison Scouts from Madison, Wisconsin. The
strong brotherhood of this all-male organization helps them through their struggles and
celebrates their triumphs.

Film Festival Screenings and Awards
FLY Film Festival, Enid, Oklahoma (August 2014) – Award for Best Documentary
Austin Indie Flix Showcase, Austin, Texas (September 2014) – Award for Best
Documentary
Twin Cities Film Festival, St. Louis Park, Minnesota (October 2014)
Wisconsin Film Festival, Madison, Wisconsin (April 2015)

Distribution
“Scouts Honor: Inside A Marching Brotherhood” is a 100% independent production that
is self-distributed. The film is available for purchase on Blu-Ray and DVD at
www.scoutshonormovie.com. On November 8, 2016, the movie was released for digital
download and rental on iTunes, and will be widely available via other digital outlets in
the near future, through our digital distribution partner, Distribber.
“Scouts Honor” is also available for Theatrical-On-Demand screenings through Gathr
Films in virtually any movie theater in the United States. These screenings are great
opportunities fund raise for your local music and arts program.
Please visit www.scoutshonormovie.com/screenings/ for more information and to
request a screening in your hometown.
Distribution
Theatrical on Demand distribution by Gathr Films https://gathr.us

Digital distribution partner: Distribber https://www.distribber.com/

Director’s Statement

While the two of us met while marching in the Madison Scouts drum and bugle corps in
the mid 90s, we spent more than a decade away from the activity to focus on our
careers. Like many others, we didn’t realize how much of an impact this activity had on
us. To experience something at such a young age that pushes you to such extreme
levels...physically, mentally and emotionally, it ends up having a profound effect on the
person that you become. The lessons learned in a drum and bugle corps apply to all
kinds of challenges in life, and have shaped who we are today. There needs to be more
awareness of positive youth activities, like drum corps. Drum corps crafts young people
into better adults which will benefit our society.
Through the stories of the three young men in our film, we know that anyone who
watches will get pulled into their personal stories, and the “wow factor” of the live
performance sound recordings that we captured will keep audience members on the
edge of their seats. If we can inspire people to go see a live show, or audition for their
local band, color guard, indoor percussion ensemble or drum corps then we’ve
accomplished our goal.

Statement from Co-Producer & Performance Sound Recordist: John “JT” Torrijos

“Dialogue tells the story. Sound effects put you in the environment and Music supports
the mood and emotion. Sound is important to this film because it put you in the
environment. From the point of view of a horn or drum player on the practice field to a
staff member teaching his student or just listening to an interview, sound along with the
visual put you right there.
I recorded the live performance with 5.1 audio mixing in mind. I want to put the
experience of the listening audience in the theater as if you were on the 50 yard line of
an actual show. Having the experience of working at Skywalker Sound, gave me some
ideas on how to approach and pull off a well-balanced field recording. This can be a very
difficult task with many variables on the field along with PA systems, electronic music
and movement. Having the opportunity to actually record on the field and experiment
since 2008, mic choice and placement are key. My approach is to isolate the field into
zones as well as capturing the electronics on separate tracks. In the mix room, you can
hear the separation and helps you balance the final performance mix.”

Character Bios

Brandon

In 2012, snare drummer Brandon marched his third season with the Madison Scouts,
and his fourth season in the drum and bugle corps activity. This season was also
Brandon’s first as the Section Leader of the drum line. A highly skilled and motivated
young man from Richmond, Virginia, when he is not on tour with the Scouts, teaching
local drumlines, or incessantly playing on his practice pad, he is pursuing his other great
passion: the culinary arts. Brandon recently received his degree from Johnson and
Wales University in Providence, Rhode Island. Returning to Richmond, he has been
working as an intern at the internationally acclaimed restaurant “Lemaire” at the
historic Jefferson Hotel.
As the “center snare” of the Scouts, Brandon has assumed a major leadership role
within the organization and “Scouts Honor” will document his transition into this
position. The infectious intensity that Brandon brings to his cooking serves as the
perfect parallel for his work with the Scouts and emphasizes the seemingly non-stop
energy and enthusiasm required to succeed at the top level of both subcultures.

Jo

Hailing from Atlanta, Georgia, Jo returns for his second year in the color guard of the
Madison Scouts. As the oldest member of the 2012 color guard, Jo exudes charisma and
a larger-than-life personality that is emblematic of the character needed to succeed in
the crazy world of drum and bugle corps. Jo’s journey is unique in that he was unable to
complete the 2011 marching season due to a mid-tour diagnoses of HIV. “Scouts
Honor” chronicles Jo’s struggle to deal with this shocking news and the effect that it has
had on his life and those who support him during this troubling time, including his corps
brothers in the Madison Scouts. After being cleared by his doctor, Jo makes his return
for his final, “age-out” year in 2012.
Through numerous interviews with family and friends, “Scouts Honor” will share Jo’s
story with the world and, in the process, demonstrate how important the Madison
Scouts and Jo have been for each other over the last two years. Through Jo’s story,
viewers will begin to understand the true meaning of the Madison Scouts’ motto: “May
You Never Walk Alone”.

Hunter

Prior to 2012, Hunter had never heard of the drum and bugle corps activity. But when
the 15-year-old trumpet player from Corpus Christi, Texas randomly stumbled upon
videos of the 1975 and 2011 Madison Scouts field shows he was enamored After
convincing his family that he thought he had what it took to march with the Scouts,
Hunter went through the long, grueling audition process which resulted in his being
chosen as the youngest member of the 2012 corps after month of call-backs. Inspired
by his father to start playing music, it is an emotional journey for Hunter and his family,
beginning with the selling of some of the family’s livestock to help with his tuition with
the Scouts and ending at the DCI Championships in Indianapolis.

“Scouts Honor: Inside a Marching Brotherhood” follows this highly disciplined and
focused young man during his rookie season struggles in drum corps and his first
significant time away from his family and friends back home. His transformation during
this year showcases the incomparable experience offered by the drum corps activity
and, particularly, the unique life skills and education provided by the Madison Scouts.

Credits
Directors – Mac Smith, Tom Tollefsen
Executive Producer – Ashley Gordillo Smith
Producers – Mac Smith, Tom Tollefsen
Co-Producers - Garrick Gonzalez, John “J.T.” Torrijos
Editor – Mac Smith
Composer – Daniel L.K Caldwell
Cinematography Consultant/Steadicam Operator – Nathan Haugaard
Story Consultant – Chris Hollenback
Post Production Services by Skywalker Sound
Re-Recording Mixers - Gary Rizzo, Chris Barnett

Technical Information
Duration – 97 minutes
Video/Sound – Color / 16 x 9 Aspect Ratio / 5.1 Surround Sound
Presented by:

Mac Smith

Mac Smith (documentary filmmaker and sound designer) was born into a family of tuba
players in Omaha, Nebraska. His parents and older siblings exposed him to films that
were a bit mature for his age, and a wide variety of musical styles. Films that stand out
from his early childhood are “Murder By Death”, “Monty Python and the Holy Grail”,
and “The Blues Brothers”. It was on that fateful day when his parents took him to see
“Star Wars” in the theater in 1977 that changed it all. After that viewing, Mac knew that
he wanted to make movies when he grew up. Mac experimented with video cameras,
and picture editing throughout his childhood. He went off to Los Angeles at age 17 to
take the Summer Production Workshop at USC Film School, and then made his home in
Iowa City at the University of Iowa. Mac marched in the sousaphone section of the
Hawkeye Marching Band, and studied film at Iowa. During his time in Iowa City, Mac
decided to audition for the Madison Scouts drum & bugle corps in Madison, Wisconsin.
He marched as a contra player for only one year due to age eligibility in 1995.
The lightbulb really went off for Mac when he got his hands on early digital audio editing
software while he was the Music Director at the University of Iowa college radio station,
KRUI. This is where sound and picture came together in his mind. The decision was
made to start his career in sound editing for movies. Within a year of moving to
Northern California, he found his way into the movie industry. Mac has worked on post
production sound for over 75 films (“Dawn of the Planet of the Apes”, “The Birth of a

Nation”, “Toy Story 3”, “Tron Legacy”, “Rango”) and has been nominated for 10 Golden
Reel awards (Motion Picture Sound Editing).
Mac enjoys living in the Bay Area with his wife Ashley, his son Admiral, and daughter
Maven.
Mac’s IMDB credits can be found at http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0809181/

Tom Tollefsen

Tom marched with the Madison Scouts from 1995 through 1997. A native of Omaha,
Nebraska, he marched with a local drum corps prior to his years with the Scouts. During
his first year with the corps, he met fellow Nebraskan Mac Smith, with whom he
instantly bonded over a shared passion for all things related to the film world. Their
insistent conversations about cinema and quoting from movies no-doubt annoyed
anyone unfortunate enough to sit near them on the bus, but it is that enthusiasm that
has led to the Madison Scouts documentary project. While he does not work in the
entertainment business, it seems inevitable that he would team up with Mac to make a
documentary on their favorite subject, the Madison Scouts. Tom currently lives in
Jacksonville, Florida where he has practiced law for a number of years.

Quotes from Director/Producer Tom Tollefsen “One of the satisfactions that I get from “Scouts Honor” is showing it to people who
don’t know anything about drum corps or the marching arts and seeing their reaction to
the dedication and hard work that goes into the activity, as well as the brotherhood that
exists within the Madison Scouts. It makes me incredibly proud to be alumni of the
activity and the Madison Scouts in particular.”
“We think that “Scouts Honor” is not only a great peek into the world of marching arts
and drum corps for those unfamiliar with the activity, but a highly entertaining movie in
its own right. During this time of unrest, we are proud to present a story of the youth in
this country at their best: overcoming adversity and coming together for common goals
and triumphs.”
“This project has been a true labor of love. Myself and my directing partner, Mac Smith,
have long dreamed of putting out a full-length documentary on the Madison Scouts and
drum corps, an organization and activity that were crucial to our development as young
men and that continue to impact our lives in positive ways to this day. It has been a
long process from idea, to production, to editing, to distribution, and I am so proud to
see all that hard work pay off with the release of the film on Blu-ray/DVD and now
iTunes.”
“It is said that for those who know drum and bugle corps, no explanation is necessary,
and for those who don’t know the activity, no explanation is possible. “Scouts Honor”
peels back the curtain on this seemingly mysterious activity, presenting a season with a
World Class corps in a way that is compelling viewing for the uninitiated and the
seasoned veteran alike.”
Quotes from Director/Producer Mac Smith “We’re incredibly excited about having “Scouts Honor” on iTunes. Not only is it an easy
way for people to get the movie, but we have the chance of reaching our biggest
audience yet. It’s truly a chance to expose the marching arts to all new eyes and ears.”
“We’ve had the opportunity to screen the film for hundreds of audience members
who’ve never heard of the drum corps activity. It’s amazing to see these people
captivated by the stories of these young men, and leaving the theater with a whole new
understanding about a subculture that means so much to not only us, but to so many
others.”

“If you listen to a World Class drum corps like the Madison Scouts perform live, it is truly
a wall of sound. Until now, the fans of the drum corps activity have come to terms that
recordings of drum corps shows never sound like the real thing. With our co-producer,
John “JT” Torrijos' unique recording techniques, and the talents of Academy award
winning re-recording mixer Gary Rizzo, we’ve shown the public that it is possible to get
that truly “live” sound in your living room.”
“It’s been a long process from the early idea stage, to our production phase where we
followed the Madison Scouts off and on throughout the 2012 season, more than a year
of picture and sound work, music licensing, film festival screenings, over 30 “Theatrical
on Demand” screenings around the USA, and our home video release."

Please send inquiries to Mac Smith at mac@giganticcranium.com
Visit our movie website at www.scoutshonormovie.com.
Information about DCI (Drum Corps International): http://www.dci.org/about/

Social Media
facebook.com/MadisonScoutsMovie
twitter.com/ScoutsHonorDoc
youtube.com/GiganticCranium
vimeo.com/GiganticCranium
ScoutsHonorDoc.tumblr.com
pinterest.com/scoutshonordoc/

Production company

Gigantic Cranium Productions, LLC. 350 Klein Ave. Vallejo, CA 94592

